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Torture, killing, children shot — and how the US
tried to keep it all quiet

Reports by Emily Dugan, Nina Lakhani, David Rand¥iictoria Richards and Rachel
Shields

Sunday, 24 October 2010
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A detainee tortured with live electrical wires heohildren shot by US troops at a
checkpoint there, insurgents using children toycaut suicide bombings somewhere
else; on and on, through 391,832 documents. AP#magon, these messages were the
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day-to-day commonplaces of staff inboxes; for lsadhey detail, in the emotionless
jargon of the US military, nothing less than thelkiag open of a nation's veins.

- Today, seven and a half years on from the ordenvade, the largest leak in
history has shown, far more than has been hithkntmvn, just what was
unleashed by that declaration of war. The Iragiusgc services tortured
hundreds, and the US military watched, noted andiledy but rarely intervened.
A US helicopter gunship crew were ordered to shimsurgents trying to
surrender. A doctor sold al-Qa'ida a list of femaatients with learning
difficulties so they could be duped into being slecbombers. A private US
company, which made millions of dollars from theésmwrcing of security duties,
killed civilians. And the Americans, who have alwaglaimed never to count
civilian deaths, were in fact secretly logging theékha conservative estimate, the
new documents add at least

It was yesterday morning when WikiLeaks, the crdwadded website which achieved
worldwide fame for releasing Afghanistan materiaflier this year, uploaded nearly
400,000 US military documents. Covering the 20049680d, they consist of messages
passed from low-level or medium-level operatiomabps to their superiors and ultimate
bosses in the Pentagon. They are marked "Secretipbmeans the highest of security
classifications.

The Pentagon's response was to say that the ldathgdives of US troops and their
military partners in jeopardy, and other officiadusces dismissed the documents as
revealing little that was new. An answer to thismeafrom Iraq Body Count, the British
organisation that has monitored civilian death€esif003: "These Iraq logs ... contain
information on civilian and other casualties thas lbeen kept from public view by the
US government for more than six years.... The dataasualties is information about the
public (mainly the Iragi public) that was unjustifily withheld from both the Iraqgi and
world public by the US military, apparently withetintent to do so indefinitely.”

The Iraqg War Logs are US documents, and so detdyl a few incidents involving
British troops. Two, dated 23 June 2008, recoraia @f Shia men who say they were
punched and kicked by unidentified British trooth men had injuries that were
consistent with their stories. There is no recdrdryy formal investigation. Another log,
dated 2 September 2008, records that a civiliariogator working with the Americans
claimed British soldiers had dragged him through hbuse and repeatedly dunked his
head into a bowl! of water and threatened him withistol. The log says his story was
undermined by inconsistencies and an absencewféasj

Here are the main areas where there is fresh,igndicant, information:
Civilian death tolls

The Pentagon and the Iragi health ministry consiteefused to publish a death toll of
civilians, even denying such a record existed. "td@'t do body counts,” said US
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General Tommy Franks, who directed the Iraq invasihe Iraq War Logs reveal just
how hollow his words were.

Since the beginning of the war, The IndependenBSonday has asserted that the true
death toll of civilians in the war was far highbah military officials were suggesting. As
early as 2004 the IoS reported that the Pentagenimact collecting classified casualty
figures and that academics believed the deathmaht be as much as 100,000 — or
more.

The logs detail 109,032 deaths, some 66,081 oftwduie civilians. Iraq Body Count said
yesterday that an analysis of a sample of 860 efirdg War Logs led it to estimate the
information in all the logs would add 15,000 extreilian deaths to its previous total of
107,000. To these should be added military deaitihd,IBC's revised total deaths in Iraq
would now be around 150,000, 80 per cent of thestiams.

However, some care needs to be taken in usinglties The information in the logs is
by no means a comprehensive tally of all deaths.

The death toll of civilians is in stark contrastReesident Bush's words in 2003, when he
said that new technology meant troops could gabthieir way to protect Iraqi civilians.
"With new tactics and precision weapons, we caneaehmilitary objectives without
directing violence against civilians," he said.

Torture

The leaked documents provide a ground's-eye vieabaoges as reported by US military
personnel to their superiors, and appear to corad@anuch of the past reporting on such
incidents. Beatings, burnings and lashings surfadeundreds of the documents, giving
the impression that the use of cables, metal nwdsden poles and live electrical wires
to torture detainees was far from rare. Althougme@buse cases were investigated by
the Americans, most in the archive seem to have lggmred.

Early on, space for detainees was limited, andidragpuld pack them into makeshift
jails. In November 2005, American soldiers found Idétainees with cigarette burns,
sores and broken bones crammed into a police mtmhcentre near Baghdad. The log
states: "Many detainees are coughing.... Approxw@% being held in one room and
were sitting cross-legged with blindfolds, all fagithe same direction. According to one
of the detainees questioned on-site, 12 detain@esdied of disease in recent weeks."

In August 2006, a US sergeant in Ramadi heard wiingppoises in a military police
station and walked in on an Iraqgi lieutenant usangelectrical cable to slash the bottom
of a detainee's feet. He later found the same bigier whipping a detainee's back. The
American provided sworn statements and photograph&ircular whip marks [and]
bleeding on back." No investigation was initiated.
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But some of the worst examples came later in the Imaone case last December, 12
Iragi soldiers, including an intelligence officewere caught on video in Tal Afar

shooting to death a prisoner whose hands were be@nother, US forces found a
detainee with two black eyes, a bruised neck amdblsing on his left ankle". The

detainee said he was electrocuted by Iragi soldierdlosul in order to obtain a

confession. Iraqi officials stated he was injurédraattempting to escape.

Amnesty International condemned the revelationsgh@ documents and questioned
whether US authorities had broken international kawhanding detainees to Iraqi forces
known to be committing abuses "on a truly shoclsongle”. The UN special rapporteur
on torture, Manfred Nowak, said there was a dutyhenUS administration to investigate
whether its officials were involved in or compliait torture.

Al-Qa'ida’s use of special needs patients as suieidhombers

A doctor allegedly "sold lists" of patients withesjial needs to al-Qa'ida so they could be
strapped with remote-control explosives and detmhah busy markets in Baghdad.

According to the Irag War Logs, in October 2008 R ®as arrested by US forces on
suspicion of passing on the names of 11 femalempatio insurgents.

A file stated that the women were "likely used lve t01 February 2008 dual suicide
attack on local markets", referring to two womerthwDown's syndrome who were
fooled into wearing explosive vests and blown ugarordinated attacks on pet bazaars
in central Baghdad. The explosions, which Iragictdfs said were detonated by mobile
phone, killed at least 73 people and wounded ni@e 160.

It wasn't an isolated incident — on 4 April 2008 )nzentally retarded” teenage boy blew
himself up at a funeral in Diyala Province, nortiseof Baghdad, killing six and injuring
34. He had, the log suggested, the "facial featafes person with Down's syndrome”
and was part of an "ongoing strategy" to recrudividuals with learning difficulties.
And, on 28 February 2008, a mentally ill teenagg Was shot and injured by a US patrol
while attempting to flee his kidnappers who wergemding to use him as a suicide
bomber.

An analysis by the Bureau of Investigative Jousmlirevealed that, on average, 30
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) were detonatezty day between 2004 and 2009 —
with vulnerable children handpicked as pawns faughter. A US soldier wrote in March
2007: "A 12- to l1l4-year-old boy wearing a back packl on a bicycle rode into the
intersection. The patrol passed through the intdéise and the boy detonated his
explosives targeting the passing vehicles." A yatar, in February 2008, the log stated:
"S2 [military intelligence] assessment: recent repandicated... AQI [al-Qa'ida in Iraq]
is recruiting young local nationals and also usimgntally handicapped persons to target
CF [Coalition Forces] within the dragoon OE [op&raal environment].”

Private contractors
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The documents reveal details of the largely unactadole, and sometimes gung-ho,
actions of private security firms. According to &M York Times analysis, the leaked
documents "sketch, in vivid detail, a critical cgann the way America wages war: the
early days of the Irag war... ushered in the erdhef private contractor, wearing no
uniform but fighting and dying in battle, gatheriagd disseminating intelligence and
killing presumed insurgents."

Among companies named in the Iraq war logs is &ilns called, of all things, Custer
Battles. During the six years covered by the repoat least 175 private security
contractors were killed. Most of the dead wereildatyers, guards and other staff.

The Bureau of Investigative Journalism says the lags detail 14 wrongful killings of
civilians by the American security company formekhown as Blackwater. It is alleged
that in one-third of the cases, Blackwater guamdifon civilians while guarding US
officials. The company has earned more than $1(58660m) since the 2003 invasion.
On 14 May 2005 the logs allege that Blackwater shatilian car, reportedly killing the
driver and injuring his wife and child. The guai®ve on and left the injured woman
and child. A year later, on 2 May 2006, Blackwagaards opened fire on an ambulance
attending the scene of an IED, killing the civiliambulance driver.

Blackwater changed its name to Xe Services in 2069 an incident in 2007 in Nisour
Square, Baghdad, in which its security guards werelved in a shooting that killed 14
civilians. After the Nisour massacre the Iragi goweent demanded that Blackwater
leave the country. Xe Services is still one of th8 government's largest security
contractors.

Shooting of surrendering men

A US Apache helicopter was ordered to kill two fracsurgents who tried to surrender.
The pilots of the helicopter were advised by atamli lawyer that the men could not
surrender to an aircraft, and thus were still terge

The gunship launched a Hellfire missile at the Kyt the men fled the vehicle and ran
into a nearby shack. The crew received furtheruesions to kill the men, and succeeded
by firing 300 rounds a minute from the Apache's B0oannon.

Up to 30 children killed by US soldiers at checkpaits

As many as 30 children died at the hands of USefoat military checkpoints, the Iraq
war logs have revealed. Violent "escalation of é8r(EOF) incidents as vehicles were
slowed down and searched "often"” resulted in tteghdeof innocent civilians, according
to the classified documents.

One entry described how a six-year-old Iraqi wdsakitroops fired several rounds with

light machine guns. It read: "While crossing theest, patrol had an EOF where patrol
fired 3 rounds of M249. One round ricocheted off doncrete hitting a 6yr old LN [local
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national] 250m down the road. Medical Facility rgpd that the 6yr old LN died of
wounds upon arrival."

Another detailed an incident in June 2005, wheresoifiers fired warning shots at the
grill of a car from 150m away. When the car finatppped, seven were dead — including
two children — and two were injured, because tpanents had told them to lie on the
floor of the car for safety. The logs detail theatths of "significant” numbers of Iraqi
civilians, including an unborn child, at checkpsirietween 2004 and 2009. Of 834
people killed, 80 per cent were civilians — brirggthe total dead to 681.

A photographer embedded with the First Brigadéhef25th Infantry Division in January
2005, in Tal Afar, north-west Iraqg, witnessed teatthis of Camille and Hussein Hassan,
who were travelling with their six children. RakBiassan, 11, was shot in the spine and
paralysed — and his family was offered just $7,80782) in compensation by the US
Army for the loss of the two parents at $2,500 %94) each, and an extra $2,500
(£1,594) for damaging the car (pictured). And orS2dtember 2004, a car approaching a
checkpoint was fired on by US soldiers and swenféthe road into a canal 1.5km north
of Saglawiyah, near Ramadi. It sank, drowning ®®gle — two women, three children
aged between five and eight, and a baby.

Analysis of the logs by the Bureau of InvestigatiVeurnalism and Channel 4's

Dispatches showed that, over the six-year permal, imes as many civilians were killed
in EOF incidents than those listed as insurgents.
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